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HOLINESS
By Fr. John Catoir
Former Director, the Christophers

Holiness is not something

that comes from doing good;
we do good because we are holy.

Holiness is not something
we acquire by avoiding evil;

Holiness is not something
that follows from prayer;
we pray because we are holy.

Holiness is not the result of kindness;
we are kind because we are holy.

Holiness is not something
that blossoms when
we are courageous;
we are courageous
because we are holy.

Holiness is not the result
of character building;

we build character
because we are holy.

Holiness is not a gift we obtain
after a lifetime of service;

we give service
because we are holy.

Our holiness is God with us,
Emmanuel.

And while it is true that holiness
carries with it both the
Cross and Resurrection,
it is more a GIFT than a reward.

we avoid evil because we are holy.
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THE ANNUNCIATION  (Andrea della Robbia's masterpiece)

When the Angel Gabriel announced to Mary that She was chosen by God to be the
mot her of Our Savior, She answered oF
OYou see before you the handmaid of th
The scene is reduced to its essergigsythingis in SUSPENSE waiting for Mary's

reply: the eyes and face of the Angel, the wings of the dove, the faces of the cherubs,
and the figure of the Most High, all as it were aside waiting respectfully for the free
decision of the VirginShe is in that eternal moment between her confusion and

her joyful abandonment to the will of God.

The Word is about to find his dwelljpigce in her: Her face is recollected, one hand is
on the passage of Isaiah, "Behold, a virgin shall conceive . . . ", the other on her heart
which is about to say YES.

Dear friends: In this picture that I'm sharing with you, | also share my faith. | took this
picture in La Verna, ltaly in 2007. Why is this my favorite portrayal of the Annuncia-
tion picture? To me, this artist has described & captured it the best of all the pictures
I've seen.

1. Mary is portrayed as a young Jewish girl (at the age of 14 perhappwiiotiertedtherhbaht) as a

humble servant of the Lord ready and able to do whatever God wills. Similarly we too are amazed when G

His will and often times not too quick to realize the task, (as the artisbdéssigiiest Betipée of willingness
to surrender not knowing what lies beyond, but totaling trusting in the Lord is an example thateve should all

2. The SUSPENSE: have you ever realized that when you ask a question that requires a YES or NO answ
also in SUSPENSE, and our next move (or our whole life) depends on the reply efdtst, jeveoafe And vice
asked a question that requires our YES or NO answer, that we determine the next move (or thegntire life) c
for our answer.

Prayer: May we all receive the grace of hearing Your call and be able to say "YES" to what Yowwant us to
the gifts You have given specifically to each of us. (As in Matthew 5:37) Let our "yes" mean "yes", and our"
Amen

Visit our website: www.fiatpilgrimages.net and get the latest update! We have new
destinations: both pilgrimages and n&LOJULPDJHV :HYUH WKH VS
you are special. Call us now to book your pilgrimage for 2012.
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